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Culture.

Today is the opening of Sol Kjøk’s Exhibition at the Nordic Museum of Drawing 

Dexterous. Sol Kjøk working on one of three artworks created during her one week stay in Laholm. One of these – not the one 

shown –  will become a permanent installation at the museum.

Shows Bodies in Movement
ART
In the days before her 

opening at the Nordic 

Museum of Drawing, 

Norwegian artist Sol Kjøk is 

hard at work with a 

permanent piece on the wall. 

”This feels like running a 

marathon. Really exhausting, 

but I know there is a goal in 

the distance.” Sol Kjøk: Rubber Bands, 2008

Three years ago, Museum Director Lars-Göran Persson received 

a shipment from New York. Soon after, Lars-Göran was holding 

in his hands an original drawing by Sol Kjøk, a Norwegian artist 

then unknown to him. 

”She is unique, we gotta have her!” he thought, and initiated 

an email correspondence with the Norwegian artist that 

developed into a frequent exchange. 

The following year, when the current museum building was 

under construction, Sol visited Laholm to explore the possibilities 

for a future exhibition. 

Now, two years later, Sol Kjøk is here, busily creating directly on 

the wall what will become the museum’s very first large, 

permanent installation. 

”It is a great honor. I am very happy about it,” says Sol, who is 

working under great pressure – everything must be completed 

by the opening this Saturday. 

”This is the first time I get to make such a large [wall] drawing; it 

is an experiment. I may fall flat on my face, I know.” 

Sol Kjøk has been in Laholm for a week to work on the 

exhibition, which will span three series of drawings and 

paintings created over the past five years.  

Sol had actually rented a place to stay in town, but for the past 

few days, she hasn’t left the museum at all. 

”I work here, eat here, wash up in the bathroom sink, and spend 

the night here. It is a great feeling to go to sleep next to the 

artworks and wake up surrounded by them.” 

Sol Kjøk’s distinctive drawings of human bodies in motion are 

the result of a unique working process. During photo sessions, Sol 

gathers material by enacting various moves with her friends – 

hanging from ropes, walking the tight rope, dribbling balls, and 

so on. Once the images are processed, she cuts out the figures 

and tapes them together in collages that serve as sketches. 

”Sometimes, I know exactly what I want when shooting the 

photos; at other times, I improvise by spreading the cutouts all 

across the floor to allow for a composition to emerge.” 

With her drawings and paintings, Sol wants to convey a […] 

feeling of balance; a physical presence in one’s own body. She 

is fascinated by opposing forces and the connections between 

them. 

” Love and violence, masculine and feminine, the beautiful and 

the ugly; there is always a little bit of both […]”, says Sol Kjøk, 

whose orange-red lipstick contrasts against her blue-violet track 

suit –  the very same colors that recur throughout her work. 

”Orange-red and blue-violet – it is my favorite thing to look at.”  

Today, Saturday, is also the opening day of the show called 

”Drawing on Skin: Tattoo Art”. The initiator behind this exhibit is 

Peter Attesson, arts and crafts teacher at Parksskolan in Laholm. 

[…]  

[Quote by Peter Attesson in Laholms Tidning, July 4, 2008:  

”I am especially happy that we can establish a link to the 

main museum exhibit of Sol Kjøk’s drawings through a 

photograph of a tattoo she made for one of her friends.”] 
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